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(57) ABSTRACT

A vibrating gyroscope includes a frame body, first and second
exciting members, detection members that detect vibration of
the frame body, a first mass adding member, a second mass
adding member, a first connecting member, and a second
connecting member. The frame body includes first and sec-
ond vibrating portions, first and second coupling portions, a
first supporting portion, and a second supporting portion. The
first and second coupling portions couple the first and second
vibrating portions. The first supporting portion extends
towards the second coupling portion from the first coupling
portion. The second supporting portion extends towards the
first coupling portion from the second coupling portion. The
first and second exciting members and excite the first and
second vibrating portions, respectively. The first and second
mass adding members are provided at outer sides of the frame
body, and are connected to the first and second vibrating
portions, respectively.
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VIBRATING GYROSCOPE THAT PREVENTS
CHANGES IN SENSITIVITY

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a vibrating gyroscope pref-
erably for use as an angular velocity detecting sensor. More
particularly, the present invention relates to a vibrating gyro-
scope including a frame body in which a first vibrating por-
tion and a second vibrating portion are provided.

2. Description of the Related Art

An angular velocity detecting sensor for detecting the posi-
tion of a moving body has been widely used. An example of
such an angular velocity detecting sensor is disclosed in Japa-
nese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
8-278146 and shown in FIGS. 13A and 13B.

FIG. 13 A is a perspective view of a known vibrating gyro-
scope 1001. FIG. 13B is a sectional view taken along line B-B
in FIG. 13A. The vibrating gyroscope 1001 includes a vibrat-
ing body 1002 having a rectangular frame shape. In the vibrat-
ing body 1002, a pair of vibrating portions 1002a and 10025
extending ina direction of a long side of the rectangular shape
are coupled to each other by a pair of coupling portions 1002¢
and 10024 extending in a direction of a short side of the
rectangular shape.

A driving piezoelectric element 1003 and a driving piezo-
electric element 1004 are secured to a top surface of the
vibrating portion 10024 and a top surface of the vibrating
portion 10025, respectively. A detecting piezoelectric ele-
ment 1005 and a detecting piezoelectric element 1006 are
provided on an outer side surface of the vibrating portion
10024 and an outer side surface of the vibrating portion
10025, respectively.

In the vibrating gyroscope 1001, an oscillation circuit is
connected to the driving piezoelectric elements 1003 and
1004, so as to vibrate the vibrating portions 1002a and 10025.
That is, the entire vibrating body 1002 having a rectangular
frame shape vibrates in a buckling tuning-fork vibration
mode.

When the vibrating gyroscope 1001 is subjected to angular
velocity while the vibrating body 1002 is vibrated, the vibra-
tion mode changes. An output voltage between the detecting
piezoelectric elements 1005 and 1006 makes it possible to
detect angular velocity of rotation based on the change in the
vibration mode.

In Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication
No. 8-278146, since nodes are positioned near respective
ends of a diagonal of the vibrating body 1002 having the
rectangular frame shape, the vibrating body 1002 can be
supported near the respective ends of the diagonal. Conse-
quently, it is possible to simplify a supporting structure.

In the vibrating gyroscope 1001 discussed in Japanese
Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 8-278146,
the vibrating portions 1002¢ and 10025 undergo bending
vibration. Therefore, the entire vibrating body 1002 vibrates
in a buckling tuning-fork vibration mode. When such a vibrat-
ing gyroscope 1001 is reduced in size, its detection sensitivity
is reduced.

When further reducing the size of the vibrating gyroscope
1001, it becomes difficult to achieve stable precision of the
sizes and shapes of structural members of the vibrating gyro-
scope, as a result of which sensitivity changes.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

Preferred embodiments of the present invention overcome
the problems described above and provide a vibrating gyro-
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scope that prevents changes in sensitivity from occurring
using a simple structure that has a significantly reduced size.

A vibrating gyroscope according to a preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention includes a frame body, a first
exciting member, a second exciting member, detection mem-
bers, a first mass adding member, a second mass adding
member, a first connecting member, and a second connecting
member. The frame body includes a first vibrating portion, a
second vibrating portion, a first coupling portion, a second
coupling portion, an opening portion, a first supporting por-
tion, and a second supporting portion. The first and second
vibrating portions are preferably disposed parallel or substan-
tially parallel to each other so as to be spaced apart from each
other and extend in a first direction. The first and second
coupling portions each couple an end portion of the first
vibrating portion and an end portion of the second vibrating
portion to each other and extend in a second direction that is
perpendicular or substantially perpendicular to the first direc-
tion. The opening portion is surrounded by the first and sec-
ond vibrating portions and the first and second coupling por-
tions. The first supporting portion extends towards the second
coupling portion from the first coupling portion in the first
direction. The second supporting portion extends towards the
first coupling portion from the second coupling portion in the
first direction. The first exciting member is provided on a
surface of the first vibrating portion. The second exciting
member is provided on a surface of the second vibrating
portion. The first and second exciting members excite the first
and second vibrating portions, respectively. The detection
members are provided on corresponding surfaces of the first
and second vibrating portions. The detection members detect
vibration of the frame body. The first and second mass adding
members are provided at outer sides of the frame body. The
first and second mass adding members are connected to the
first and second vibrating portions, respectively. The first
connecting member connects the first vibrating portion and
the first mass adding member to each other. The second con-
necting member connects the second vibrating portion and
the second mass adding member to each other.

In a vibrating gyroscope according to a preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention, a driving mode and a detection
mode are provided. The driving mode is a mode in which the
frame body vibrates in a buckling tuning-fork vibration mode
by exciting the first and second vibrating portions by the first
and second exciting members. The detection mode is a mode
in which the frame body vibrates due to angular velocity
around a third direction that is perpendicular or substantially
perpendicular to the first and second directions. In addition, a
vibration node in the driving mode and a vibration node in the
detection mode are positioned at the first and second support-
ing portions.

In a vibrating gyroscope according to another preferred
embodiment of the present invention, the frame member pref-
erably has a rectangular or substantially rectangular frame
shape, the first exciting member is disposed in an area of the
first vibrating portion at one side of a center line passing
through a center of'the first vibrating portion and extending in
the first direction, the second exciting member is disposed in
an area of the second vibrating portion at one side of a center
line passing through a center of the second vibrating portion
and extending in the first direction, the detection members are
disposed in areas at other sides of the center lines of the first
and second vibrating portions.

In a vibrating gyroscope according to another preferred
embodiment of the present invention, stress reversal portions
provided when the frame body vibrates in the driving mode
are provided. The stress reversal portions exist at positions
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where the first and second vibrating portions are divided into
three equal or substantially equal portions in the first direc-
tion. In addition, the first and second exciting members are
provided between the stress reversal portions.

In a vibrating gyroscope according to another preferred
embodiment of the present invention, the first exciting mem-
ber and the detection member or members are provided on
one of a pair of principal surfaces of the first vibrating portion
extending in the first and second directions, and the second
exciting member and the detection member or members are
provided on one of a pair of principal surfaces of the second
vibrating portion extending in the first and second directions.
In this case, since exciting members and detection members
only need to be provided on one of the principal surfaces of
the frame body, the manufacturing process of the vibrating
gyroscope is simplified.

In a vibrating gyroscope according to another preferred
embodiment of the present invention, the first and second
exciting members each preferably include a piezoelectric
body and a pair of electrodes arranged to apply voltage to the
piezoelectric body. In this case, by the piezoelectric effect, the
frame body including the first and second vibrating portions
is efficiently vibrated in a buckling tuning-fork vibration
mode.

In a vibrating gyroscope according to another preferred
embodiment of the present invention, the detection members
each preferably include a piezoelectric body and a pair of
electrodes that are provided on the piezoelectric body so as to
extract electric charge generated at the piezoelectric body. In
this case, by the piezoelectric effect, it is possible to extract, as
electrical vibration, angular velocity, to which the vibrating
gyroscope is subjected, based on a change in the vibration
mode of the frame body.

In a vibrating gyroscope according to another preferred
embodiment of the present invention, the first and second
mass adding members each preferably have a rectangular or
substantially rectangular plate shape. In this case, the first
mass adding member and the second mass adding member
having a simple rectangular or substantially rectangular plate
shape only needs to be connected to corresponding sides of
the frame body. Therefore, the vibrating gyroscope can be
easily manufactured. In particular, when the frame body, the
first and second mass adding members, and the first and
second connecting members are integrally made using the
same material, the manufacturing process is further simpli-
fied.

The vibrating gyroscope according to various preferred
embodiments of the present invention includes the first mass
adding member and the second mass adding member that are
disposed at outer sides of the frame body and that are con-
nected to the first vibrating portion and the second vibrating
portion, respectively; the first connecting member that con-
nects the first vibrating portion and the first mass adding
member to each other; and the second connecting member
that connects the second vibrating portion and the second
mass adding portion to each other. Therefore, a reduction in
sensitivity of the vibrating gyroscope is prevented even if the
size thereof is further reduced. Consequently, a small vibrat-
ing gyroscope having high sensitivity is provided.

The above and other elements, features, steps, characteris-
tics and advantages of the present invention will become more
apparent from the following detailed description of the pre-
ferred embodiments with reference to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a vibrating gyroscope
according to a first preferred embodiment of the present
invention.
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FIG. 2A is a plan view of the vibrating gyroscope accord-
ing to the first preferred embodiment of the present invention,
and FIG. 2B is a schematic plan view of an electrode configu-
ration at a lower surface of the vibrating gyroscope according
to the first preferred embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3A is a sectional view of a portion that corresponds to
a portion taken along line A-A in FIG. 2A of the vibrating
gyroscope according to the first preferred embodiment of the
present invention without showing an electrode structure, and
FIG. 3B is a sectional view of a vibrating gyroscope accord-
ing to a modification of the first preferred embodiment of the
present invention, in which a portion that corresponds to a
portion taken along line A-A in FIG. 2A is shown.

FIG. 4A is a plan view of a vibrating gyroscope according
to another modification of the first preferred embodiment of
the present invention, and FIGS. 4B to 4D are each a sectional
view of an exemplary structure of a portion taken along line
B-B in FIG. 4A.

FIGS. 5A and 5B are schematic perspective views of vibra-
tion modes when the vibrating gyroscope according to the
first preferred embodiment of the present invention is in a
driving mode and in a detection mode, respectively.

FIGS. 6A and 6B are, respectively, a schematic plan view
of'stress distribution when the vibrating gyroscope according
to the first preferred embodiment of the present invention is in
the driving mode and a schematic plan view of stress distri-
bution when the vibrating gyroscope according to the first
preferred embodiment of the present invention is in the detec-
tion mode, with the stress distributions being measured by a
finite element method.

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a vibrating gyroscope
according to a second preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 8 is a schematic perspective view showing a vibration
mode when the vibrating gyroscope according to the second
preferred embodiment of the present invention is in a driving
mode.

FIG. 9 is a schematic perspective view showing a vibration
mode when the vibrating gyroscope according to the second
preferred embodiment of the present invention is in a detec-
tion mode.

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of a vibrating gyroscope
according to a third preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 11 is a schematic perspective view showing a vibra-
tion mode when the vibrating gyroscope according to the
third preferred embodiment of the present invention is in a
driving mode.

FIG. 12 is a schematic perspective view showing a vibra-
tion mode when the vibrating gyroscope according to the
third preferred embodiment of the present invention is in a
detection mode.

FIG. 13A is a perspective view of a known vibrating gyro-
scope, and FIG. 13B is a sectional view taken along line B-B
in FIG. 13A.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The present invention will be made apparent by describing
specific preferred embodiments of the present invention with
reference to the drawings.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a vibrating gyroscope
according to a first preferred embodiment of the present
invention. In FIG. 1, an X axis, a Y axis, and a Z axis of an
orthogonal coordinate system are shown. Here, an X-axis
direction corresponds to a first direction, a Y-axis direction
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that is orthogonal to the X axis corresponds to a second
direction, and a Z-axis direction that is orthogonal to the X
axis and the Y axis corresponds to a third direction. FIG. 2A
is a plan view of the vibrating gyroscope 1 according to the
first preferred embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 2B
is a schematic plan view of an electrode configuration at a
lower surface of the vibrating gyroscope 1 according to the
first preferred embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 2B
is a perspective plan view of the vibrating gyroscope 1 when
viewed from above the vibrating gyroscope 1. FIG. 3A is a
sectional view of a portion that corresponds to a portion taken
along line A-A in FIG. 2A of the vibrating gyroscope 1
according to the first preferred embodiment of the present
invention without showing an electrode structure.

The vibrating gyroscope 1 includes a frame body 2. In the
first preferred embodiment, the frame body 2 preferably has a
rectangular or substantially rectangular frame shape. The
frame body 2 includes a first vibrating portion 2a, a second
vibrating portion 25, a first coupling portion 2¢, and a second
coupling portion 24d. The first vibrating portion 2a¢ and the
second vibrating portion 25 are preferably strips that extend
in the X-axis direction shown in FIG. 1. That is, the first
vibrating portion 2a and the second vibrating portion 2b each
preferably have a quadrangular or substantially quadrangular
prism shape.

An end of the first vibrating portion 2a and an end of the
second vibrating portion 25 are coupled to each other by the
first coupling portion 2¢ extending in the Y-axis direction that
is orthogonal to the X-axis direction. Similarly, the other end
of'the first vibrating portion 2a and the other end of the second
vibrating portion 2b are coupled to each other by the second
coupling portion 24 extending in the Y-axis direction. There-
fore, the frame body 2 having a rectangular or substantially
rectangular opening portion A is provided. In the first pre-
ferred embodiment, the first vibrating portion 2a, the second
vibrating portion 2b, the first coupling portion 2¢, and the
second coupling portion 24 are integrally provided.

Inthe first preferred embodiment, the first vibrating portion
2a and the second vibrating portion 25 each preferably have a
quadrangular or substantially quadrangular prism shape
extending in the X-axis direction. The first coupling portion
2¢ and the second coupling portion 2d each preferably have a
quadrangular or substantially quadrangular prism shape
extending in the Y-axis direction. However, as long as the first
vibrating portion 2a and the second vibrating portion 25 are
line-symmetrical with respect a center line passing through
the center of the frame body 2 and extending in the X-axis
direction, the shape of each of the first vibrating portion 2a
and the second vibrating portion 25 may deviate slightly from
a strip line on a straight line. In addition, as long as the first
coupling portion 2¢ and the second coupling portion 24 are
line-symmetrical with respect to a center line passing through
the center of the frame body 2 and extending in the Y-axis
direction, the shape of each of the first coupling portion 2c¢ and
the second coupling portion 24 may deviate slightly from a
strip line on a straight line. Therefore, the frame body 2 may
preferably have a rectangular or substantially rectangular
frame shape.

A first supporting portion 2e is provided at a top surface of
the first vibrating portion 2a and a top portion of the second
vibrating portion 25 so as to extend towards the second cou-
pling portion 24 from the first coupling portion 2¢. Similarly,
asecond supporting portion 2f1is provided at the top surface of
the first vibrating portion 2a and the top surface of the second
vibrating portion 25 so as to extend towards the first coupling
portion 2¢ from the second coupling portion 24.
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The first and second supporting portions 2e and 2f are
portions arranged to secure the vibrating gyroscope 1 to an
outside portion. That is, using the first and second supporting
portions 2e and 2f; the vibrating gyroscope 1 is supported by
an outside member. In the first preferred embodiment, as
described below, vibration nodes in a driving mode and in a
detection mode are positioned at the first supporting portion
2e¢ and the second supporting portion 2f. Therefore, the vibrat-
ing gyroscope 1 is supported without preventing vibrations in
the driving mode or in the detection mode.

In the first preferred embodiment, the first supporting por-
tion 2e preferably has a tongue shape that extends towards the
center of the opening portion A from an opening-portion-A-
side edge of the first coupling portion 2¢, and the second
supporting portion 2f preferably has a tongue shape that
extends towards the center of the opening portion A from an
opening-portion-A-side edge of the second coupling portion
2d. In the first preferred embodiment, planar shapes of the
first and second supporting portions 2e¢ and 2f are preferably
rectangular or substantially rectangular shapes. However, the
shapes of the first and second supporting portions 2e and 2f
are not particularly limited to rectangular or substantially
rectangular shapes.

A first mass adding portion 11 is connected to the first
vibrating portion 2a of the frame body 2 by a first connecting
portion 13. A second mass adding portion 12 is connected to
the second vibrating portion 26 of the frame body 2 by a
second connecting portion 14. In the first preferred embodi-
ment, planar shapes of the first and second mass adding
portions 11 and 12 are preferably rectangular or substantially
rectangular shapes each of whose X-axis direction corre-
sponds to a long-side direction and Y-axis direction corre-
sponds to a short-side direction. Here, the length of each of
the first and second mass adding portions 11 and 12 in the
X-axis direction (long side) is L1, and the length of each of the
first and second mass adding portions 11 and 12 in the Y-axis
direction (short side) is 2. The direction in which each of the
first and second connecting portions 13 and 14 extends cor-
responds to the Y-axis direction. If the length of each of the
first and second connecting portions 13 and 14 in the X-axis
direction, that is, the width thereof'is L3, L3 is preferably less
than the length of each of the first and second connecting
portions 13 and 14 in the Y-axis direction. If the length of the
frame body 2 in the X-axis direction (long side) is L4, .3 is
preferably less than [.1 and [.4. That is, the first and second
mass adding portions 11 and 12 are connected to the frame
body 2 by the corresponding first and second connecting
portions 13 and 14 which define a bridge.

In the first preferred embodiment, the frame body 2, the
first and second mass adding portions 11 and 12, and the first
and second connecting portions 13 and 14 preferably are
integrally provided so as to be defined by a unitary monolithic
member. As shown in FIG. 3A, such a structure may be
obtained by depositing a piezoelectric film 2/ on a silicon
substrate, 2g and, then, subjecting this to, for example, wet
etching, reactive ion etching, or sandblasting. The piezoelec-
tric film 2/ may be formed on the silicon substrate 2g by, for
example, a thin-film formation method (such as sputtering), a
method in which firing is performed after printing of a piezo-
electric material paste, or a method in which, after bonding
bulk piezoelectric ceramics to a silicon substrate, grinding of
the piezoelectric ceramics is performed to make thin the
piezoelectric ceramics. The piezoelectric film 2/ may be
made of, for example, lead zirconate titanate, or an alkali
niobate piezoelectric material such as potassium sodium nio-
bate, or a combination of such piezoelectric materials as
appropriate. The processing into a planar shape shown in FIG.
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2A may be performed not only by wet etching, reactive ion
etching, or sandblasting, but also by machining, such as
punching. In another preferred embodiment of the present
invention, it is possible to form the silicon substrate 2g out of
a piezoelectric crystal substance or sintered body that is
formed into the shape of a frame body, and dispose electrodes
on the front and back surfaces of the frame body. Examples of
piezoelectric crystal substances are LiTaO;, LiNbO;, and
quartz. In the case of LiTaO, and LiNbO;, a 128-degree Y-cut
crystal substance is preferably used, and in the case of quartz,
an X plate or a Z plate is preferably used. Ordinarily, in the
case of quartz, a Z plate is preferably used because it has good
frequency temperature characteristics. However, in preferred
embodiments of the present invention, the difference between
the frequency in the driving mode and the frequency in the
detection mode only needs to be capable of being detected.
Therefore, since the piezoelectric orientation in the driving
mode and that in the detection mode are the same or substan-
tially the same, the difference between the frequency tem-
perature characteristics can be cancelled out. Consequently,
an X plate may also be used. A detection electrode needs to be
provided on a side surface of a Z plate made of quartz. How-
ever, if an X plate is used, a manufacturing process thereof
may be shared with piezoelectric ceramics used for electrodes
provided on the front and back sides of a frame body. There-
fore, productivity is excellent.

First and second driving electrodes 3 and 4 are provided on
the top surfaces of the corresponding first and second vibrat-
ing portions 2a and 2b. The first and second driving electrodes
3 and 4 are disposed on outer edges of the top surfaces of the
corresponding first and second vibrating portions 2a and 25,
the outer edges being provided on sides of the top surfaces
opposite to the opening portion A. In the first preferred
embodiment, the first driving electrode 3 is provided on the
top surface of the first vibrating portion 2a so as to be
arranged in an area at an outer side (the side opposite to the
opening portion A) of a center line passing through the center
of the first vibrating portion 2a and extending in the X-axis
direction. Similarly, the second driving electrode 4 is pro-
vided on the top surface of the second vibrating portion 26 so
as to be arranged in an area at an outer side (the side opposite
to the opening portion A) of a center line passing through the
center of the second vibrating portion 25 and extending in the
X-axis direction.

The first and second driving electrodes 3 and 4 are disposed
in the centers or approximate centers of the corresponding
first and second vibrating portions 2a and 24 in the lengthwise
direction, that is, the X-axis direction. In other words, the first
and second driving electrodes 3 and 4 are arranged so that
their shapes are symmetrical with respect to corresponding
center lines passing through the centers of the top surfaces of
the first and second vibrating portions 2a and 25 and extend-
ing in the Y-axis direction.

First and second detection electrodes 5 and 7 are provided
on the top surface of the first vibrating portion 2a. The first
and second detection electrodes 5 and 7 are provided on the
top surface of the first vibrating portion 2a so as to be
arranged in an area at an inner side (the side of the opening
portion A) of the center line passing through the center of the
first vibrating portion 2a and extending in the X-axis direc-
tion. The first detection electrode 5 is provided on one side of
the center line passing through the center of the top surface of
the first vibrating portion 2a¢ and extending in the Y-axis
direction. The second detection electrode 7 is provided on the
other side of the center line. The first and second detection
electrodes 5 and 7 preferably have strip shapes, and are
arranged so as to be line-symmetrical with respect to the
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center line passing through the center of the top surface of the
first vibrating portion 2a¢ and extending in the Y-axis direc-
tion.

Similarly, first and second detection electrodes 6 and 8 are
provided on the top surface of the second vibrating portion 25.
The first and second detection electrodes 6 and 8 have the
same or substantially the same structures as the first and
second detection electrodes 5 and 7 on the first vibrating
portion 2a. However, the first and second detection electrodes
6 and 8 are disposed opposite to the first and second detection
electrodes 5 and 7 in the X-axis direction. That is, the first
detection electrode 6 is disposed at the side of the first cou-
pling portion 2¢ and the second detection electrode 8 is dis-
posed at the side of the second coupling portion 2d.

The first and second detection electrodes 5 and 7 and the
first driving electrode 3 are arranged so that the first and
second detection electrodes 5 and 7 are electrically isolated
from the first driving electrode 3 on the top surface of the first
vibrating portion 2a. Similarly, the first and second detection
electrodes 6 and 8 are electrically isolated from the second
driving electrode 4 on the top surface of the second vibrating
portion 25. However, the first and second detection electrodes
5 and 7 and the first and second detection electrodes 6 and 8
are also used during driving.

Further, as shown in FIG. 2B, a common electrode 9 is
provided on a lower surface of the first vibrating portion 2a.
The common electrode 9 is preferably configured such that
the back side of each of the first driving electrode 3, the first
detection electrode 5, and the second detection electrode 7
oppose the front side of the common electrode 9.

Similarly, a common electrode 10 is provided on a lower
surface of the second vibrating portion 2. The common
electrode 10 is configured such that the back side of each of
the second driving electrode 4, the first detection electrode 6,
and the second detection electrode 8 oppose the front side of
the common electrode 10.

Although, in the first preferred embodiment, the common
electrodes 9 and 10 are preferably independently provided,
the common electrodes 9 and 10 may be integrally provided
as a monolithic unitary member. That is, one common elec-
trode may be provided so as to oppose all of the first and
second driving electrodes 3 and 4, the first and second detec-
tion electrodes 5 and 7, and the first and detection electrodes
6 and 8. In this case, the common electrode may be provided
over the entire or substantially the entire lower surface of the
frame body 2. Further, the common electrode may be config-
ured so as to also extend to lower surfaces of the first and
second mass adding portions 11 and 12 and the first and
second connecting portions 13 and 14 that are integrally
provided with the frame body 2.

FIG. 3B is a sectional view of a vibrating gyroscope
according to a modification of the first preferred embodiment
of the present invention, in which a portion that corresponds
to a portion taken along line A-A in FIG. 2A is shown. As
shown in FIG. 3B, one common electrode 9A may be pro-
vided over the entire or substantially the entire lower surface
of the structure shown in FIG. 2A.

The common electrode may be arranged so that its front
side opposes the back sides of at least the driving electrodes
and the detection electrodes.

The first and second driving electrodes 3 and 4, the first and
second detection electrodes 5 to 8, and the common elec-
trodes 9 and 10 are preferably made of an appropriate metal,
such as Ag or Cu, or an appropriate alloy thereof, for example.

FIG. 4A is a schematic plan view of a vibrating gyroscope
1A according to another modification of the first preferred
embodiment. FIG. 4A corresponds to FIG. 2A, and corre-
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sponding portions are given the same reference numerals.
Modifications shown in FIGS. 4B to 4D are described with a
portion taken along line B-B in FIG. 4A being a representa-
tive portion.

As shown in FIG. 4B, it is possible to provide a common
electrode 9B and a piezoelectric layer 2y upon a frame body
2x, made of a non-piezoelectric substrate material, and pro-
vide the first driving electrode 3 and the first detection elec-
trode 5 on the piezoelectric layer 2y.

FIG. 4C corresponds to the structure shown in FIG. 3B
above. The common electrode 9A preferably is provided on
the lower surface of the frame body 2 made of a piezoelectric
material, and the first driving electrode 3 and the first detec-
tion electrode 5 are provided on the top surface of the frame
body 2.

As shown in FIG. 4D, a groove 2z1 may preferably be
provided in a top surface of a frame body 2z made of a
piezoelectric material. Here, the first detection electrode 5 is
configured so as to extend to the top surface of the frame body
2z from a bottom surface and both side walls defining the
groove 2z1. In addition, a first driving electrode 3A is prefer-
ably configured so as to extend from a top surface of one of
piezoelectric-plate portions, that is, a piezoelectric-plate por-
tion 2z2, which is separated by the groove 221, to an outer side
surface of the piezoelectric-plate portion 2z2. Similarly, a first
driving electrode 3B is preferably configured so as to extend
from atop surface ofthe other piezoelectric-plate portion 223,
which is separated by the groove 2z1, to an outer side surface
of the piezoelectric-plate portion 2z3. In this case, for the
frame body 2z, piezoelectric ceramics whose polarization
direction is a planar direction of the frame body 2, or Z-plate
quartz may preferably be used, for example.

As shown in FIGS. 4B to 4D, in preferred embodiments of
the present invention, various structures may be provided for
the piezoelectric vibrating members defining exciting mem-
bers.

In using the vibrating gyroscope 1 according to the first
preferred embodiment, an alternating electric field is applied
between the first and second driving electrodes 3 and 4 and
the second common electrodes 9 and 10. As a result, the first
and second vibrating portions 2a and 24 vibrate in a bending
mode, so that the entire frame body 2 vibrates in a buckling
tuning-fork vibration mode. That is, the vibration mode when
the frame body 2 is vibrating due to the excitation of the first
and second vibrating portions 2a and 24 corresponds to a
driving mode.

Accordingly, in the vibrating gyroscope 1, when the vibrat-
ing gyroscope 1 is subjected to angular velocity around the Z
axis in a state in which the frame body 2 is vibrating in the
driving mode, the frame body 2 vibrates in a vibration mode
that differs from the driving mode due to Coriolis force. The
vibration mode at this time is a detection mode. When the
frame body 2 is vibrating in the detection mode, outputs that
are in accordance with the magnitude of the angular velocity
to which the vibrating gyroscope 1 is subjected are extracted
from the first detection electrodes 5 and 6 and the second
detection electrodes 7 and 8.

FIG. 5A is schematic perspective view of a vibration mode
when the vibrating gyroscope 1 according to the first pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention is in a driving
mode. Portions indicated by hatched areas H1 to H4 in FIG.
5A indicate the following.

Hatched areas H1: arecas where displacement is largest

Hatched areas H2: area where displacement is less than
that of the hatched areas H1

Hatched areas H3: areas where displacement is less than
that of the hatched areas H2
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Hatched areas H4: areas where displacement is zero or
almost zero

Preferably, the amounts of displacement are: hatched areas
H1>hatched areas H2>hatched areas H3>hatched areas H4.

FIG. 5B is a schematic perspective view of a vibration
mode when the vibrating gyroscope 1 according to the first
preferred embodiment of the present invention is in a detec-
tion mode. Portions indicated by hatched areas H1 to H4 in
FIG. 5B indicate the same thing as the portions shown in FIG.
5A.

As shown in FIG. 5A, in the driving mode, the frame body
2 vibrates in the buckling tuning-fork vibration mode. When
the mode changes to the detection mode as a result of the
vibrating gyroscope 1 being subjected to angular velocity, the
vibration mode changes in accordance with the direction and
magnitude of the angular velocity as shown in FIG. 5B.

In either case, in the first preferred embodiment, as shown
in FIGS. 5A and 5B, the hatched areas H4, which are areas in
which the displacement is zero or almost zero, are positioned
in the second supporting portions 2e and 2f, respectively.
Therefore, in the vibrating gyroscope 1 according to the first
preferred embodiment, the first and second supporting por-
tions 2e and 2f can be bonded to an outside portion, and
support the vibrating gyroscope 1 without substantially influ-
encing the vibration mode of the vibrating gyroscope 1.

FIG. 6A is a schematic plan view of stress distribution
when the vibrating gyroscope 1 according to the first pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention is in the driving
mode, and FIG. 6B is a schematic plan view of stress distri-
bution when the vibrating gyroscope 1 according to the first
preferred embodiment of the present invention is in the detec-
tion mode, with the stress distributions being measured by a
finite element method.

Arrows D1 to D4 in FIG. 6A indicate stress reversal por-
tions during the driving mode, and arrows E1 and E2 in FIG.
6B indicate stress reversal portions during the detection
mode. The stress reversal portions correspond to positions at
which the directions of stresses between both sides of the
frame body are opposite each other when vibration occurs
between the two vibration modes.

In FIGS. 6A and 6B, only portions of the first and second
vibrating portions 2a and 25 at which tensile stress is applied
are hatched by oblique lines. As shown in FIG. 6 A, when the
vibration mode is the driving mode, the first vibrating portion
2a is such that tensile stress is generated in an opening-
portion-A-side area of a lengthwise-direction central portion
of'the first vibrating portion 2a and areas of the first vibrating
portion 2a at a side opposite to the opening portion A near
both lengthwise-direction ends of the first vibrating portion
2a. Therefore, the portions indicated by the arrows D1 and D2
are stress reversal portions. Similarly, when the vibration
mode is the driving mode, the second vibrating portion 26 is
such that tensile stress is generated in an opening-portion-A-
side area of a lengthwise-direction central portion of the
second vibrating portion 25 and areas of the second vibrating
portion 24 at a side opposite to the opening portion A near
both lengthwise-direction ends of the second vibrating por-
tion 2b. Therefore, the portions indicated by the arrows D3
and D4 are stress reversal portions.

As shown in FIG. 6A, in the driving mode, in the first
vibrating portion 2a, the stress reversal portions D1 and D2
exist at positions at which the first vibrating portion 2a is
divided into three equal or substantially equal portions in the
lengthwise direction, that is, the X-axis direction of the first
vibrating portion 2a. Similarly, in the driving mode, even in
the second vibrating portion 25, the stress reversal portions
D3 and D4 exist at positions at which the second vibrating
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portion 24 is divided into three equal or substantially equal
portions in the lengthwise direction, that is, the X-axis direc-
tion of the second vibrating portion 25.

As shown in FIG. 6B, when the vibration mode is the
detection mode, the first vibrating portion 2a is such that
tensile stress is generated in an opening-portion-A-side area
of the first vibrating portion 2a extending from the length-
wise-direction central portion of the first vibrating portion 2a
to a location near an end portion of the first vibrating portion
2q at the side of'the first coupling portion 2¢ and an area of the
first vibrating portion 2a disposed at the side opposite to the
opening portion A and extending from the lengthwise-direc-
tion central portion of the first vibrating portion 2a to a loca-
tion near an end portion of the first vibrating portion 2a at the
side of the second coupling portion 2d. Therefore, the portion
indicated by the arrow E1 is a stress reversal portion. Simi-
larly, when the vibration mode is the detection mode, the
second vibrating portion 25 is such that tensile stress is gen-
erated in an opening-portion-A-side area of the second vibrat-
ing portion 26 extending from of the lengthwise-direction
central portion of the second vibrating portion 25 to a location
near an end portion of the second vibrating portion 25 at the
side of the second coupling portion 2d and an area of the
second vibrating portion 26 disposed at the side opposite to
the opening portion A and extending from the lengthwise-
direction central portion of the second vibrating portion 25 to
a location near an end portion of the second vibrating portion
25 at the side of the first coupling portion 2¢. Therefore, the
portion indicated by the arrow E2 is a stress reversal portion.
As shown in FIG. 6B, in the detection mode, the stress rever-
sal portions E1 and E2 exist at the centers or approximate
centers of the corresponding first and second vibrating por-
tions 2a and 26 in the lengthwise direction, that is, the X-axis
direction of the first and second vibrating portions 2a and 25.

Therefore, in the first preferred embodiment, the first driv-
ing electrode 3 is positioned between the stress reversal por-
tions D1 and D2 in the driving mode. The second driving
electrode 4 is positioned between the stress reversal portions
D3 and D4 in the driving mode.

The stress reversal portion E1 in the detection mode is
positioned in the center or approximate center of the first
vibrating portion 2a in the lengthwise direction thereof.
Therefore, the first detection electrode 5 is preferably
arranged to extend from the lengthwise-direction central por-
tion of the first vibrating portion 2a to a location that is
adjacent to the second coupling portion 2d, and the second
detection electrode 7 is provided so as to be positioned from
the lengthwise-direction central portion of the first vibrating
portion 2a to a location that is adjacent to the first coupling
portion 2¢. Similarly, even in the second vibrating portion 25,
the stress reversal portion E2 in the detection mode is posi-
tioned in the center or approximate center of the second
vibrating portion 26 in the lengthwise direction thereof.
Therefore, the first detection electrode 6 is preferably
arranged to extend from the lengthwise-direction central por-
tion of the second vibrating portion 25 to a location that is at
the side of the first coupling portion 2¢, and the second detec-
tion electrode 8 is preferably arranged to extend from the
lengthwise-direction central portion of the second vibrating
portion 26 to a location that is at the side of the second
coupling portion 2d.

The first and second detection electrodes 5 and 7 and first
and second detection electrodes 6 and 8 are preferably posi-
tioned so as to be point-symmetrical with respect to the center
of the opening portion A.

According to the first preferred embodiment, the first and
second mass adding portions 11 and 12 are preferably pro-
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vided at the outer sides of the frame body 2 by the correspond-
ing first and second connecting portions 13 and 14, and the
first and second supporting portions 2e¢ and 2f are preferably
provided in the opening portion A in the frame body 2.

As described above, if the size of a known vibrating gyro-
scope including a vibrating body having a rectangular or
substantially rectangular frame shape and utilizing a buckling
tuning-fork vibration mode is further reduced, the resonance
frequency is increased, and the detection sensitivity is
reduced.

In contrast, in the vibrating gyroscope 1 according to the
first preferred embodiment, the first and second mass adding
portions 11 and 12 are connected to the frame body 2 by the
corresponding first and second connecting portions 13 and
14. Therefore, even if the size is further reduced by mass
addition action of the first and second mass adding portions
11 and 12, changes do not readily occur.

Therefore, the resonance frequency is reduced. Conse-
quently, a reduction in sensitivity caused by an increase in the
resonance frequency is prevented.

Inthe vibrating gyroscope 1 according to the first preferred
embodiment, vibration nodes in the driving mode and the
detection mode exist at the first and second supporting por-
tions 2e and 2f. Therefore, it is possible to support the vibrat-
ing gyroscope 1 by the first and second supporting portions 2e
and 2f as portions that are connected to an outside portion.
Even in this case, since the vibrating gyroscope 1 is supported
at the vibration nodes, leakage and suppression of vibration
do not readily occur. Therefore, angular velocity is stably
detected with high sensitivity using the vibrating gyroscope
1.

An angular velocity detection operation using the vibrating
gyroscope 1 will now be described.

As shown in FIG. 5A, in the driving mode, the frame body
2 vibrates in the buckling tuning-fork vibration mode. Here,
when the vibrating gyroscope 1 is subjected to angular veloc-
ity around the thickness direction, that is, the Z-axis direction
of the frame body 2, Coriolis force acts upon the frame body
2 and the first and second mass adding portions 11 and 12. The
first and second mass adding portions 11 and 1 are pulled
perpendicularly or substantially perpendicularly to a vibra-
tion direction in the driving mode and in opposite directions
to each other. Therefore, the vibration in the detection mode
shown in FIG. 5B is induced. In this case, electric charges are
generated at the first detection electrodes 5 and 6 and the
second detection electrodes 7 and 8 so as to be opposite to
each other. From this difference, an output in accordance with
the angular velocity is obtained.

As described above, in the vibrating gyroscope 1 according
to the first preferred embodiment, it is possible to reduce
resonance frequency even if the size is further reduced by
providing the first and second mass adding portions 11 and
12. Therefore, a reduction in sensitivity is prevented. In addi-
tion, since the first and second supporting portions 2¢ and 2f°
are preferably arranged so that vibration nodes are positioned
in both the driving mode and the detection mode, a reduction
in sensitivity is more effectively prevented. Moreover, when
the vibrating gyroscope 1 is mechanically supported by the
first and second supporting portions 2e and 2f; leakage and
suppression of vibration do not readily occur. Thus, reduction
in detection sensitivity is even more effectively prevented.
Further, angular velocity is stably detected.

FIGS. 7 t0 9 each show a vibrating gyroscope 21 according
to a second preferred embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the vibrating gyroscope 21
according to the second preferred embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 8 is a schematic perspective view showing a
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vibration mode when the vibrating gyroscope 21 according to
the second preferred embodiment of the present invention is
in the driving mode. FIG. 9 is a schematic perspective view
showing a vibration mode when the vibrating gyroscope 21
according to the second preferred embodiment of the present
invention is in the detection mode.

Hatched areas H1 to H4 shown in FIGS. 8 and 9 indicate
the same thing as the hatched areas H1 to H4 shown in FIGS.
5A and 5B.

The vibrating gyroscope 21 according to the second pre-
ferred embodiment preferably has the same or substantially
the same structure as that according to the first preferred
embodiment, except that first and second supporting portions
2e and 2f are not provided. The same reference numerals are
provided for the corresponding portions and descriptions
thereof are omitted.

In the vibrating gyroscope 21 according to the second
preferred embodiment, first and second mass adding portions
11 and 12 are connected to a frame body 2 by first and second
connecting portions 13 and 14. Therefore, even if the size is
further reduced, an increase in resonance frequency is pre-
vented or the resonance frequency is reduced. Consequently,
even if the size is further reduced as in the first preferred
embodiment, angular velocity is detected with high sensitiv-
ity.

As shown in FIGS. 8 and 9, in the driving mode and the
detection mode, nodes at which there is almost no vibration,
that is, vibration nodes do not readily appear at common
positions. Therefore, the vibrating gyroscope 1 according to
the first preferred embodiment is preferable as compared to
the vibrating gyroscope 21 according to the second preferred
embodiment.

FIGS.10to 12 each show a vibrating gyroscope 31 accord-
ing to a third preferred embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 10 is a perspective view of the vibrating gyroscope 31
according to the third preferred embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 11 is a schematic perspective view showing a
vibration mode when the vibrating gyroscope 31 according to
the third preferred embodiment of the present invention is in
the driving mode. FIG. 12 is a schematic perspective view
showing a vibration mode when the vibrating gyroscope 31
according to the third preferred embodiment of the present
invention is in the detection mode.

Hatched areas H1 to H4 shown in FIGS. 11 and 12 indicate
the same thing as the hatched areas H1 to H4 shown in FIGS.
5A and 5B.

The vibrating gyroscope 31 according to the third preferred
embodiment preferably has the same or substantially the
same structure as that according to the first preferred embodi-
ment, except that the lengths of first and second supporting
portions 2e and 2f'in the X-axis direction and the lengths of
first and second coupling portions 2¢ and 24 in the X-axis
direction (widths) differ from those in the first preferred
embodiment. Therefore, the description of the first preferred
embodiment is referred to by giving the same reference
numerals to corresponding portions. Consequently, descrip-
tions of the corresponding portions are omitted.

In the vibrating gyroscope 31 according to the third pre-
ferred embodiment, the lengths of the first and second sup-
porting portions 2e and 2f in the X-axis direction and the
lengths of the first and second coupling portions 2¢ and 2d in
the X-axis direction (widths) are greater than those in the
vibrating gyroscope 1 according to the first preferred embodi-
ment. More specifically, for example, the widths of the first
and second coupling portions 2¢ and 24 are preferably about
0.2 mm, the lengths and widths of the first and second sup-
porting portions 2e and 2f are preferably about 1.4 mm and

20

25

30

40

45

65

14

about 0.5 mm, respectively. Accordingly, even if the widths of
the first and second coupling portions 2¢ and 2d and the

shapes of the first and second supporting portions 2e and 2f
are changed in this manner, FIGS. 11 and 12 clearly show that

the hatched areas H4, that is, vibration nodes at which there is

almost no displacement are positioned on the first and second

supporting portions 2e¢ and 2f. Therefore, in the third pre-

ferred embodiment, as in the first preferred embodiment, it is

possible to mechanically support the vibrating gyroscope 31

by using the first and second supporting portions 2e and 2fand

bonding them to an outside portion. Since leakage and sup-

pression of vibration do not easily occur, even in the third

preferred embodiment, angular velocity is detected with high

sensitivity.

In addition, in the third preferred embodiment, first and
second mass adding portions 11 and 12 are preferably pro-
vided. Therefore, even if the size is further reduced, an
increase in resonance frequency is prevented, or the reso-
nance frequency is reduced. Consequently, angular velocity is
detected with high sensitivity.

Although, in the above-described preferred embodiments,
the piezoelectric film 2/ is preferably provided on the silicon
substrate 2g, it is possible to use a structure in which the frame
body 2 is made of a metallic plate, and piezoelectric elements
are disposed on portions on the frame body 2 corresponding
to locations at which the first and second driving electrodes
and the first and second detection electrodes are provided.
That is, piezoelectric element portions arranged to vibrate the
frame body 2 by piezoelectric effect and to extract and detect
electric charge, provided by the vibration of the frame body 2,
may be defined by piezoelectric elements that are separate
from the frame body 2. In this case, the piezoelectric elements
only need to be defined by placing a common electrode, a
piezoelectric layer, and a detection electrode or a driving
electrode upon each other on a top surface of, for example, a
metallic plate defining the frame body 2.

While preferred embodiments of the present invention
have been described above, it is to be understood that varia-
tions and modifications will be apparent to those skilled in the
art without departing from the scope and spirit of the present
invention. The scope of the present invention, therefore, is to
be determined solely by the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A vibrating gyroscope comprising:

a frame body including a first vibrating portion, a second
vibrating portion, a first coupling portion, a second cou-
pling portion, an opening portion, a first supporting por-
tion, and a second supporting portion, the first and sec-
ond vibrating portions being disposed parallel or
substantially parallel to each other so as to be spaced
apart from each other and extending in a first direction,
the first and second coupling portions each coupling an
end portion of the first vibrating portion and an end
portion of the second vibrating portion to each other and
extending in a second direction that is perpendicular or
substantially perpendicular to the first direction, the
opening portion being surrounded by the first and sec-
ond vibrating portions and the first and second coupling
portions, the first supporting portion extending towards
the second coupling portion from the first coupling por-
tion in the first direction, the second supporting portion
extending towards the first coupling portion from the
second coupling portion in the first direction;

a first exciting member and a second exciting member, the
first exciting member being provided on a surface of the
first vibrating portion, the second exciting member
being provided on a surface of the second vibrating
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portion, the first and second exciting members exciting
the first and second vibrating portions, respectively;

detection members provided on corresponding surfaces of
the first and second vibrating portions, the detection
members being arranged to detect vibration of the frame
body;

a first mass adding member and a second mass adding
member provided at outer sides of the frame body, the
first and second mass adding members being connected
to the first and second vibrating portions, respectively;
and

a first connecting member and a second connecting mem-
ber, the first connecting member connecting the first
vibrating portion and the first mass adding member to
each other, the second connecting member connecting
the second vibrating portion and the second mass adding
member to each other.

2. The vibrating gyroscope according to claim 1, wherein
the vibrating gyroscope operates in a driving mode and a
detection mode, the driving mode being a mode in which the
frame body vibrates in a buckling tuning-fork vibration mode
by exciting the first and second vibrating portions by the first
and second exciting members, the detection mode being a
mode in which the frame body vibrates due to angular veloc-
ity around a third direction that is perpendicular to the first
and second directions; and

a vibration node in the driving mode and a vibration node
in the detection mode exist at the first and second sup-
porting portions, respectively.

3. The vibrating gyroscope according to claim 2, wherein

the frame body has a rectangular or a substantially rectan-
gular frame shape;

the first exciting member is disposed in an area of the first
vibrating portion at one side of a center line passing
through a center of the first vibrating portion and extend-
ing in the first direction;

the second exciting member is disposed in an area of the
second vibrating portion at one side of a center line
passing through a center of the second vibrating portion
and extending in the first direction; and

the detection members are disposed in areas at other sides
of the center lines of the first and second vibrating por-
tions.

4. The vibrating gyroscope according to claim 3, wherein

stress reversal portions provided when the frame body
vibrates in the driving mode are provided, the stress
reversal portions existing at positions at which the first
and second vibrating portions are divided into three
equal or substantially equal portions in the first direc-
tion; and

the first and second exciting members are provided
between the stress reversal portions.

5. The vibrating gyroscope according to claim 1, wherein

the first exciting member and at least one of the detection
members are provided on one of a pair of principal
surfaces of the first vibrating portion extending in the
first and second directions; and
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the second exciting member and at least another one of the
detection members are provided on one of a pair of
principal surfaces of the second vibrating portion
extending in the first and second directions.

6. The vibrating gyroscope according to claim 1, wherein
each of the first and second exciting members includes a
piezoelectric body and a pair of electrodes arranged to apply
voltage to the piezoelectric body.

7. The vibrating gyroscope according to claim 1, wherein
each of the detection members includes a piezoelectric body
and a pair of electrodes that are provided at the piezoelectric
body so as to extract electric charge generated at the piezo-
electric body.

8. The vibrating gyroscope according to claim 1, wherein
each of the first and second mass adding members has a
rectangular or substantially rectangular plate shape.

9. The vibrating gyroscope according to claim 1, wherein
the frame body, the first and second connecting members, and
the first and second mass adding members are integrally
defined and made of a same material.

10. The vibrating gyroscope according to claim 1, wherein
each of the first and second vibrating portions has a quadran-
gular or substantially quadrangular prism shape.

11. The vibrating gyroscope according to claim 1, wherein
each of'the first and second coupling portions has a quadran-
gular or substantially quadrangular prism shape.

12. The vibrating gyroscope according to claim 1, wherein
each of'the first and second supporting portions has a tongue
shape.

13. The vibrating gyroscope according to claim 1, wherein
each of'the first and second supporting portions has a rectan-
gular or substantially rectangular planar shape.

14. The vibrating gyroscope according to claim 1, wherein
a length of each of the frame body in the first direction is
greater than a length of each of the first and second mass
adding members in the first direction.

15. The vibrating gyroscope according to claim 1, wherein
a length of the each of the first and second connecting mem-
bers in the first direction is less than a length of each of the first
and second connecting members in the second direction.

16. The vibrating gyroscope according to claim 1, wherein
alength of each of the first and second connecting members in
the first direction is less than a length of each of the first and
second mass adding members in the first direction and a
length of the frame body in the first direction.

17. The vibrating gyroscope according to claim 6, wherein
the piezoelectric body includes a piezoelectric film disposed
on a silicon wafer.

18. The vibrating gyroscope according to claim 7, wherein
the piezoelectric body includes a piezoelectric film disposed
on a silicon wafer.

19. The vibrating gyroscope according to claim 17,
wherein the piezoelectric film is made of at least one of lead
zirconate titanate and an alkali niobate piezoelectric material.

20. The vibrating gyroscope according to claim 18,
wherein the piezoelectric film is made of at least one of lead
zirconate titanate and an alkali niobate piezoelectric material.
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